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an engineer for your project based off the tips I provide, I guarantee
you will find the right person to work with and end up with an 
 amazing experience and final product, WITHOUT WASTING YOUR
TIME OR MONEY!

Finding the right person to work on your music can be a
challenging task, but it doesn't have to be stressful or hard.

My main goal for you with this resource is for you to have a list of 12
essential things a Mixing and/or Mastering Engineer must have to
be the right person to work on your music, and for your creative
vision to be fully realized.

That way you can avoid wasting time and money with the wrong
person, and you can focus on all the other priorities you have for
getting your music out to the world , all without stressing over
finding the right person for your project.

In this free resource, I have listed some of the most important
things to look for in a Mixing and/or Mastering engineer so you can
have a great and pleasant experience. Let's get started!

Hey Artist!

Andrew Aurora here,

I'm super excited for you to have this list of tips
to finding the right Mixing/Mastering Engineer
so you can pick the right person for your
project.

If you go through this entire list, and decide on



I hope you had a chance to check out Enders Album
"The Art of Tactful Procrastination" and book your first
free mix with me like I was talking about right when
you requested this Freebie. I know finding the right
person can be a challenge, and I'm so confident I can
bring your creative vision to life that I had to offer you
a first free trial mix!

Offering a free mix allowed me work on my biggest
project so far and gave me the opportunity to bring
Ender's vision into reality, and I am beyond blessed
and honored to have worked with such a talented
artist.

This offer is available for a limited time, so go claim
your mix by clicking the link below now while it's
available!

https://andrewauroraproductions.com/free-test-mix/

Working with Andrew was fantastic! Right from our initial conversations to
the end of the project, he was transparent and forthcoming about technical
requirements and preparation, as well as timelines and sound references.
Everything was done on time if not before it was due, and he was eager to
help me find the sound I was looking for in the finished product. His
attention to detail and his concerns for my art truly brought about a great
music release that we could both be proud of!

Ender Bowen 
Nashville, TN

 

https://andrewauroraproductions.com/free-test-mix/


This one may seem a little obvious, but are they actually capable of getting
your project done the way you want it?

So many people just get the guy in their band to do it because he knows a
little about audio or has pro tools, or they get their best friend to do it
because he can "hook them up with a good deal."

This is your art! You have poured your heart, soul, money, and countless
hours into writing, rehearsing, and getting this music produced, and once
it's out there, it's out there FOREVER.

Don't settle for someone because they are cheap or because they are your
homie and you don't wanna offend them.

Your art is your baby, and it's up to the Mixing and Mastering Engineer to
give it that last breath of life it needs for you to be able to present it to the
world.

1.) ARE THEY CAPABLE

HERE ARE MY:
12 TIPS TO FINDING THE RIGHT MIXING AND

MASTERING ENGINEER

Let's go through my 12 tips.

I will cover the 12 most important things to look out for when picking a
Mixing or Mastering engineer, that will not only save you time and money,
but will also make the experience working with a professional a
comfortable and fun process!



This kind of goes hand in hand with the last tip I shared with you.

Do they have any music you can go check out on streaming platforms or
YouTube? Do they have anything you can go listen to so you can check
out their work in advance and decide if they are a good fit for you?

Most Engineers who have some experience should have a portfolio
available for you to listen to.

Even if they haven't accumulated a lot of clients yet, there are services out
there that provide portfolio-legal tracks they can mix and legally use in a
portfolio, so long as they give credit to the original mixer and don't claim
to be the one who worked on the official release.

So there really is no reason that anyone who is capable shouldn't have
something for you to listen to.

3.) DO THEY HAVE ANY MUSIC FROM
ACTUAL CLIENTS YOU CAN LISTEN
TO?

2.) DO THEY HAVE ANY REVIEWS?
Do they have any reviews from past clients who have had great experiences
with their work and would happily refer them to other artists?

Don't get me wrong, sometimes you may come across a guy who just needs
a chance and hasn't gotten any reviews yet. We all start somewhere.

It isn't uncommon for someone in this position to offer to do one free song or
some kind of free service in exchange for a review, or a shot to do more work
for you in the future for compensation.

If they do have reviews, however, this should give you a pretty clear indication
that other artists have been quite pleased and satisfied with their services,
and they may be worth working with on your project.

After all, you wouldn't want a doctor with no experience performing surgery
on you, so why would you let a Mixing and Mastering engineer with no
experience "doctor" your music? 

Especially if they are charging a lot for their services.



This is another huge one.

You put so much into making this music and getting it to this point. There
has been a lot of love, time, and energy getting your music ready for
mixing and mastering, and the last thing you want is someone working
on it that doesn't even like it.

That being said, what I like as a listener and what I like as an engineer is
two different things. For example, I don't tend to like a lot of modern
country as my preferred genre to casually listen to.

However, I love working on modern country music from an engineering
perspective, and have probably heard more country than anything else
throughout my career as an audio engineer in Nashville.

I know good music when I hear it, even if it's not what you would normally
find me jamming in my car on my own time.

Point is, make sure they like your music in one way or another.

5.) DO THEY LIKE YOUR MUSIC?

4.) DO THEY HAVE EXPERIENCE IN
YOUR GENRE?

This is a big one. If they don't have experience in your genre then they
may not be the right fit for you.

Though I believe that an exceptionally trained ear and experienced
engineer can, and should, be able to work on a variety of genres and do a
decent job, not every engineer is gonna be good at or experienced in the
genre you are in, and it's important to make sure they can do a great job
on your song.

For example, I am confident in my own abilities to do a good job  on
some of the most popular genres like country, electronic, hard rock, pop,
metal, and so on, but I will also be the first to admit I have virtually no
experience with jazz.

That doesn't mean I couldn't do a good mix, that just means a guy who
has been making a living working on jazz for years will most likely excel
where I wouldn't when it comes to jazz.



Do they send a contract, or is there no written agreement in place? Do they
send you an Invoice, or expect you to just pay them on Venmo?

Do they communicate realistic and expected turn-around times, or leave you
hanging? Do they communicate the price and ask for half up front, or do
they expect you to pay in full before they have done anything?

These are things you need to consider when working with someone. There
needs to be a contract to protect both parties, there needs to be proper
documentation of payments and there needs to be clarity on how services
and payments will be provided.

I always send a standard contract to every client with clear terms and
conditions, as well all my requirements to make sure they get the best
product and the process goes smooth.

The Mixing and/or Mastering engineer needs to run this thing like a business,
for both parties sake.

7.) ARE THEY PROFESSIONAL?

6.)ARE THEY A PLEASURE TO WORK
WITH?

Nobody wants to work with someone who isn't a pleasure to work with,
and let's be honest, audio guys can be...quirky, to put it kindly.

It's not uncommon to encounter sound engineers that lack a little people
skills and modesty.

Even I've had my moments over the years working in the music industry,
but when it comes to your art, the Mixing & Mastering engineer needs to
be a pleasure to work with.

Otherwise, the process will not only feel uncomfortable for you as an artist,
as opposed to an exciting and fun process, but you will also have a harder
time communicating with them about your wants and changes you may
want to make.

Nobody wants that, and no one likes a grumpy sound guy. Make sure they
are a pleasure to work with.



9.) DO THEY DO BOTH MIXING AND
MASTERING?

This is pretty important if you want the same person to do both Mixing and Mastering.
Not every engineer does both. Some people specialize in one or the other.

There are reasons why you may want two different people to do each one, and
reasons why you may want to have the same person do both.

One school of thought says you should have a specialist do each, as opposed to one
guy doing both. This allows both to do what they are best at and put a fresh set of
ears on each phase of the songs development.

The other school of thought is the less hands involved in the project, the better. The
more people that mess with it, the more likely the original vision for the song could
get lost. 

It may also be cheaper to have one guy do both as opposed to paying two different
people, and if you are doing a lot of songs, this could be a lot of money.

These days, a lot of people do both, and even do both at the same time. I personally
include mastering with my mixes at no extra charge, and won't master it if the artist
wants someone else to master it.

 

Make sure the terms are fair. If they are telling you it will take them a
month to do your project from start to finish, that's not a fair turn-around
time.

If they don't offer you at least 3 free mix revisions before charging you for
additional revisions, that's also not fair to you as a client.

If they charge you in full from the beginning, that's not right either. Any
professional should charge half up front. This is so if the engineer doesn't
finish your project, he doesn't get paid in full. 

This is also in case the artist tries to avoid paying the engineer or
cancelations happen, the artist still gets paid something for their time.

Just read all their terms and make sure they are fair to both parties and
reasonable expectations

8.) ARE THEIR TERMS REASONABLE
AND FAIR?



11.) DO THEY CHARGE HOURLY OR
PER SONG/PROJECT?

Every engineer and studio is different, and have different reasons for
charging in different ways.

In my opinion, at least when it comes to mixing and mastering, it's just
easier for everyone and less risky for the artist to charge per song or project,
not for time.

The engineer could claim it took them any amount of time and charge you
for time they didn't work if they charge hourly, but could also shoot
themselves in the foot if they get it done quicker than they expect.

It really is just easiest in my opinion to not do hourly for mixing and
mastering, but to each his own.

 

I mentioned earlier if a mixing engineer tells you it will take him a month
from start to finish to at least have your first set of mixes sent to you for you
to give him feedback and start revisions, that is way too long.

In many cases, artists have a deadline that they need the songs done by,
and if the engineer can't provide it by the time you need it done, you may
need to find someone else to do it

Now, if the engineer has communicated with you that he has a wait period
before he can get to your project, or there is unique reason why he won't
be able to completely finish your project by the time you want it done
(such as maybe he is in the middle of a studio remodel/install or
something), and you can be patient and wait, then it could very well be
worth it for you to wait on him.

After all, you picked him for a reason.

10.) CAN THEY DO IT BY THE TIME
YOU NEED IT DONE?



The fact is, when you are paying any specialist in any industry, you
aren't paying for the time it takes for them to provide the service to
you, you are paying for the years of experience they have under their
belt that it took for them to get good enough for you to want to
work with them.

That being said, not all artists have a bunch of money (and I always
thought musicians were rich when I was a kid, lol) and sometimes
they have already spent thousands on recording and production.

Don't get me wrong, mixing and mastering services aren't cheap,
and they shouldn't be. We deserve to be compensated for our
unique skillset, but having fixed rates on your services as a mixing
and mastering engineer can be a good or bad thing for you and the
artist.

But in my opinion, working with an artists budget works out best for
both parties. Mainly because the engineer can work with what the
artist is working with financially, and dynamically adapt his prices to
accommodate what the artist can afford.

However, this doesn't mean if the artist can only afford a full album
for $300 that the engineer will do it. There has got to be a minimum
amount that the engineer is willing to go.

As for me, I like helping people turn their creative vision into a reality
and having a hand in bringing it to life, so I like to work with the
artist to the best of my abilities to make sure we both walk away
happy. 

12.) WILL THEY WORK WITH YOU
ON PRICE?



That's my 12 tips! Again, I really hope you had a chance to
book your free consultation and mix with me that I was
talking about right when you requested this Freebie. I
know that if you're looking for the right person to bring
your creative vision to life, I had to offer you a free trial
mix and consultation. I highly suggest going here and
checking it out while the offer is still on the table!

https://andrewauroraproductions.com/free-test-mix/

https://andrewauroraproductions.com/free-test-mix/


I'm so excited for us to be connected more. I put out
new content all about music and Mixing & Mastering on
my Social Media Feeds and I'd love to connect more
there.

Come get connected more and drop me a message. 
Let me know how you enjoyed "12 Tips To finding the
right Mixing and Mastering Engineer".

See you over there!

Did You Get Some Value?

https://www.instagram.com
/andrewauroraproductions/

https://www.facebook.com/
andrewauroraproductions

https://andrewauroraproductions.com/

https://www.instagram.com/andrewauroraproductions/?next=%2F
https://www.facebook.com/andrewauroraproductions

